






HYDROPOWER AND IRRIGATION STRUCTURES  
�+�\�G�U�R�S�R�Z�H�U���F�D�Q���E�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H���V�L�W�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���K�\�G�U�D�X�O�L�F���K�H�D�G���D�Q�G���®�R�Z���Y�R�O�X�P�H�V�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H��
small hydropower generating facilities on Montana irrigation ditches throughout the state that are operated by private 
entities.

I AM INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING A NEW HYDROPOWER PROJECT, WHAT IS THE FIRST STEP?  
Visit the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) website for additional information on the licensing process. 
�Z�Z�Z���I�H�U�F���J�R�Y���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�H�V���K�\�G�U�R�S�R�Z�H�U���D�V�S�������7�K�H�U�H���L�V���P�H�U�L�W���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D���T�X�D�O�L�¬�H�G���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���¬�U�P���W�R���K�H�O�S�� 
�J�X�L�G�H���\�R�X�����1�R���G�R�X�E�W�����L�W���L�V���D���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�G���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����(�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J���D���¬�U�P���R�U���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���W�K�D�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�V���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�L�W�L�H�V��
involved will ultimately save you time and money in the long run.

MONTANA RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO STANDARD
• Montana Legislature passed the Montana Renewable Power 

Production and Rural Economic Development Act in 2005
• Established Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) in Montana
• Established that utilities must obtain 15% of their energy 

portfolio from renewable energy sources 
• Hydropower is an eligible Renewable Energy Credit (REC)
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Disclaimer:

This document was intended to provide a high level overview of 
hydropower in Montana, using current available information. We 
welcome any suggestions for improvement or corrections. Please 
send your comments to dnrdamsafety@mt.gov and we will do our 
best to address in a future version of this document.




